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SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN REACTION TO POSTPONEMENT OF BUENOS AIRES 
MFM 

1. ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER JOHN RAPHAEL IS QUOTED IN THE 

LOCAL PRESS JANUARY 29 AS STATING THAT POSTPONEMENT OF THE BUENOS 
AIRES MFM "IS VERY IMPORTANT AND SATISFACTORYFOR VENEZUELA," 

AND THAT VENEZUELA HOPES THAT "THE NEW TRADE LAW WILL BE AMENDED 
TO GIVE US TREATMENT SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE REST OF THE LATIN 
COUNTRIES, SINCE WE ARE THEOBJECTS OF DISCRIMINATION." RAPHAEL 
HOWEVER, DENIED THAT US- VENEZUELAN RELATIONS HAVE 
DETERIORATED, STATING THAT "THERE IS SIMPLY A 
DISAGREEMENT WITH THE POLICY WHICH THE US GOVERNMENT 
HAS OUTLINED IN ITS COMMERCIAL RELATIONS WITH 
VENEZUELA." 

2. EX-FOREING MINISTER EFRAIN SCHACHT, NOW SECRETARY 
GENERAL OF THE PRESIDENCY.COMMENTED TO THE PRESS THAT 
POSTPONEMENT OF THE MEETING RESULTED FROM THE "FIRM AND 
ENERGETIC POSITION WHICH THE VENEZUELAN CHIEF OF STATE HAS 
ADOPTED AND MAINTAINS IN FOREIGN AFFAIRS." SCHACHT SAID THAT 
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ALL OF US LATIN AMERICANS SHOULD FEEL SATISFIED, SHOW THAT 
A NEW ORDER OF THINGS, A NEW TYPE OF RELATIONS, IS BEGINNING 
TO BE OUTLINED IN HEMISPHERE RELATIONS, TO THE BENEFIT 
NOT ONLY OF OUR COUNTRIES BUT OF THE ENTIRE CONTINENT 
AND THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY IN GENERAL." 

3. THE BRAND NEW SECRETARY GENERAL OF ACCION DEMOCRATICA, 

DEPUTY CARLOS CANACHE MATA, HAILED POSTPONEMENT OF THE MEETING 
AND SAID THAT THE US FOREIGN TRADE ACT SHOULD FIRST BE 
DISCUSSED AT THE APRIL MEETING OF THEOAS AND THEN, ONCE THE US 
ATTITUDE TOWARD AMENDMENT OF THE LAW QAS MADE CLEAR, "THE POSSI- 
BILITY OF RESUMING THE SO-CALLED 'NEW DIALOGUE’ NOW INTE- 
RRUPTED, COULD BE CONTEMPLATED." COPEI SECRETARY GENERAL SENATOR 
PEDRO PABLO AGUILAR SAID HE THOUGH POSTPONEMENT WAS A 
"POSITIVE ACT FOR LATIN AMERICA," SINCE IT SERVES TO MAKE THE 
US REALIZE THAT THE DISCRIMINATORY ASPECTS OF THE TRADE ACT 
"ARE REJECTED NOT ONLY BY ECUADOR AND VENEZUELA BUT BY 
THW WHOLE CONTINENT." 
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